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FORWARD 

What this book is about. 

The protestant evangelical denominational church in America 

is dying, slowly but surely. The future demands a new way of being 

and doing church. The coming wave of younger believers and those 

yearning for what the kingdom of God can do for them are already 

voting with their feet by avoiding the traditional denominations; and 

in their search are finding what they’re seeking in the rapidly 

growing non-denominational churches flooding the nation.  

This book is about a reformation in the Protestant Church in 

America, particularly the denominations that identify with the term 

“evangelical” (hereafter referred to as “the church” for brevity’s 

sake). This reformation centers around the definition of the word 

“gospel” as used in the church. 

When someone is asked what the “Gospel of Christ” is, the 

usual answer by the church, pastors and believers revolves around 

what we call the “Salvation Gospel.”  

This means the path to eternal salvation is attained by belief in 

God and His Son, Jesus; that Jesus lived and was killed as a sacrifice 

to atone for the sins of each person; that Jesus rose from the grave 

through God’s love and power and appeared to many; that Jesus, 

now the Christ, ascended to heaven; and that we can join Him in 

eternity, after our life on earth ends, by accepting the free gift of 

salvation offered as atonement for our sins, which separate us from 

the righteousness of God. 

I have nothing to add to this definition and completely believe 

it for my eternal salvation. 
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We believe there is an “other gospel,” also called the “forgotten 

gospel,” that Jesus established very early in His ministry, and this is 

where the reformation comes into play. Through His words and 

deeds He encouraged all His followers to establish the kingdom of 

God on earth. His model prayer included these words: “Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

But, over time this “other gospel” receded so far in church 

doctrine that even mentioning it today is often disavowed with 

“saved by faith alone and not by works” arguments. At the same 

time the evangelical protestant denominations focused very few 

resources, energy and messaging on the “other gospel.” 

This brings me back to what this book is about — challenging 

local churches to embrace the Church the JESUS Way movement by 

aligning significant portions of their resources, people, messages, 

training, teaching, budget…toward the  “other gospel.”   

So, there you have it.  Now, what can you do about it? 

First, if you are someone who already embraces this concept as 

vital for the church to embrace…please get the book, read it, and add 

your voice to the movement. Second, if you are interested in learning 

more about what this can mean in your life and the life of your 

church…please get the book, read it, and let me know what you 

think.  

Third, if you don’t like what you’re hearing or think this idea is 

contrary to biblical teaching…please get the book, read it with a 

discerning, critical eye, and then let me know what you think. 

My hope, my prayer, is that the thousands of local churches 

who are chained to a gospel for dying and ignoring the gospel for 

living get a glimpse through this book of what Jesus intended His 

followers to do with their lives and through those in neighborhoods 

and communities. 
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If you want to know more, or just talk, please contact me. 

Thanks for reading. Blessings and peace as you take up Jesus’ prayer 

and challenge of “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven.” 

 
Charlie Stuart 
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INTRODUCTION 

I wish I didn’t have to write this book. 

Raised in a large Southern Baptist family in the 1950s, I grew 
up hearing and believing that there was one gospel, the gospel of 
salvation.  

This “salvation gospel” secured a believer an eternity with God 
and, secondarily offered the Holy Spirit as an indwelling presence to 
guide your decisions toward the path of righteousness. 

It was from our parents, not the church, that the six of us 
siblings learned that compassion for others and stepping into the 
needs faced by those whom Jesus called “the least of these” were 
expected of us whatever our age or situation. 

It wasn’t until much later that it dawned on me that the church 
was almost exclusively focused on this gospel while spending very 
little energy and resources on what we now call “the forgotten 
gospel.” 

This realization answered a question that, for me, had 
existential significance – “Why don’t regular attenders of evangelical 
Christian churches engage in a meaningful way in ushering in the 
kingdom of God on earth?”  

The answer isn’t that they are not Christian, it’s that the 
churches have primarily taught that the gospel of Christ only secures 
eternal salvation; and they taught this while not emphasizing the 
other gospel, “the forgotten gospel of Jesus.”  

By emphasizing the “salvation gospel” the evangelical church 
offered free, no stress membership along with convenient, family 
friendly locations. At the same time the evangelical church stressed 
the inerrant interpretation of the bible as interpreted by the pastors.  
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By 1960 the evangelical seminaries were producing pastors to 
meet the growth, positioning graduates in the “salvation only 
gospel” for generations of pastors to come. 

Growth, in number of churches and in the rising membership 
in churches, created its own challenges that needed continuing 
growth to meet. As the “salvation gospel” messaging needed more 
and more resources, something had to give, and so began the 
declining emphasis on “forgotten” gospel of Jesus. 

 Slowly, over the decades, the only gospel espoused was the 
“salvation gospel” and “the forgotten gospel of Jesus” became truly 
forgotten. 

This book explores “The ‘Forgotten’ Gospel of Jesus” – What Jesus 
said. What Jesus did. What He expects His followers to do. 

We’ll be covering why the gospel of Jesus was forgotten, what 
it is and how Jesus defined it, what we can do to bring it to the 
foreground, how the local church will benefit, and more. 

I hope you’ll join me in exploring how, together, we can 
revitalize the church to advance the kingdom of God on earth, 
releasing the love of the Gospel of Jesus into the world. 

How could I have missed it? 
During a sermon one Sunday a few years ago, I opened my 

Bible to the middle, hoping to find Psalms. I knew from hours of 

“Sword Drill” practiced on Sunday evenings while growing up in a 

Southern Baptist Church that it would be in the middle, but when 

the pages fell open I had turned to Isaiah, chapter 58. I was close, but 

before I could flip the pages my eyes fell on these words in verse 

eight…the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

God has my back? Really? MY rear guard! What a thought. The 

glory of the Lord shall be my rear guard. But how? What was God 

saying through Isaiah? What was God saying to me? 
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I’m sure I had read that chapter before. After all, I had won a 

pin for reading the Bible through years earlier – but why didn’t this 

phrase sound familiar, why didn’t this promise register with me?   

I read on.  

The chapter recounts God calling the people to account for false 

fasting. In this context, “fasting” referred to a type of offering the 

people thought (or pretended to think) that would please God; by 

offering the piety of their words but not reflecting their words with 

deeds. God scolded them in verses 1-5 for “saying one thing but 

doing another.”  

Then, in verses 3-4 He says:  

In fact, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, and exploit 

all your laborers. Indeed, you fast for strife and debate, and 

to strike with the fist of wickedness. 

Isaiah 58:3-4 (NIV) 

But then God lets them know what kind of fast or offering He 

does expect. He seeks from us lives of service to others. But not just 

“any others” – later Jesus would call these others “the least of these” 

– those who are oppressed, hungry, naked, forgotten. And God 

doesn’t stop there, He promises to honor that kind of life of service.  

In this paraphrase of these promises in verses 6-9, listen for the 

joy of the Lord in those who serve the most vulnerable in society. 

Do this and you will please me.   

And when I am pleased, my smile of pleasure will 

warm your face.   

And when I am pleased, my joy will heal the broken 

places in your soul.   
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And when I am pleased, I will have your back in any 

alley, valley or cave.   

And when I am pleased, I will answer your calls for 

help – you will know that “I am near.” 

(Paraphrased by Charlie Stuart based on Isaiah 58: 6-9) 

My brothers and sisters (there are six of us) learned about 

serving others by watching how our parents lived. We watched them 

“do unto others” with no expectation of return. We watched them 

sacrifice time and money for the poor. We watched them stand up 

for the oppressed during the civil rights movement in the turbulent 

50’s and 60’s – not an easy thing to do in Central Florida for a white 

man and his wife, especially a prominent businessman and 

community and church leader. They did it despite threats to our 

safety, the business, and their reputation.   

So why did Isaiah 58 impact me so? I think it “hit me” that this 

type of service wasn’t something that Christians did when they got 

around to it, or that we did on Sunday mornings when the 

missionary told a story of need and we made a love offering 

contribution. No, what “hit me” was that serving others, especially 

“the least of these” was not “one of” the expectations God has for 

our lives, it is “the main thing” He wants His kingdom here on earth 

(me, you, us) to do. 

Yet, the local church, my home church, did not make this “the 

main thing.” Not from the pulpit. Not from the bible studies. Not 

from the budget. Not from the worship services. Not from 

community outreach. Not. 

Since that Sunday I have been on a path to include serving-

others-gospel, especially “the least of these,” as one of God’s “main 

things” that local churches do, teach, train, expect and exhibit – 

alongside salvation-gospel.  
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One of these two “main things” Jesus spoke of in His first public 

statement when He proclaimed His purpose to fulfill God’s promise. 

Luke 4:16-21 reads:  

So, He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. 

And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the 

Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was handed the 

book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the 

book, He found the place (Isaiah 61:1-2) where it was written 

and read:  

“The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed 

Me to preach the gospel (the good news) to the poor; He has 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 

those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of 

the LORD.” 

Then He closed the book and gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue 

were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today 

this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

Luke 4: 16-21 (NIV) 

Again, Jesus speaks of these two “main things” in Matthew 

22:36-40 when asked to name the greatest commandment: 

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 

Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with 

all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 

like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 

two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Matthew 22: 36-40 (NIV) 



 

( 10 ) 

In 2005 Christianity Today published an article published an 

article about Rick Warren and his awakening to the plight of the 

world’s poor following a trip to Rwanda. The article said: 

Around this time, Warren says he was driven to 

reexamine Scripture with “new eyes.”  What he found 

humbled him. “I found those 2,000 verses on the poor. 

How did I miss that? I went to Bible college, two 

seminaries, and I got a doctorate. How did I miss God's 

compassion for the poor?  I was not seeing all the 

purposes of God. 

“The church is the body of Christ. The hands and feet 

have been amputated and we're just a big mouth, 

known more for what we're against.”  Warren found 

himself praying, “God, would you use me to reattach 

the hands and the feet to the body of Christ, so that the 

whole church cares about the whole gospel in a whole 

new way - through the local church?” 

“How did I miss God’s compassion for the poor?” A 

remarkable statement coming from a recognized world religious 

leader not only for the revelation, but for his courage to make such a 

statement from someone that should, if anyone does, get it. 

God, would you use me to reattach the hands 
and the feet to the body of Christ, so that the 
whole church cares about the whole gospel in a 
whole new way – through the local church? 

Amen. 
 



  

 

 CHAPTER ONE 

The “Forgotten”  

Gospel of Jesus 
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The “Forgotten” Gospel of Jesus. 

Jesus began His ministry with one of the briefest sermons ever. 
In Luke 4, verses 16-21, Jesus is in the synagogue in Nazareth on the 
sabbath and is handed the scroll to read. The scroll contains the 
writings of Isaiah, and Jesus says these words: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.” (NIV) 

Here, Jesus is paraphrasing parts of Isaiah 61 and 58 to arrive at 
his interpretation describing the “year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Then Jesus returned the scroll to the attendant, sat down and 
said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

For the rest of His time on earth, Jesus constantly and 
consistently spoke and acted on this proclamation, or what is 
referred to as “good news to the poor.” Another way to translate that 
phrase is “gospel to the poor.” 

And here we have Jesus stating simply, concisely and clearly 
what His mission was – “to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” – 
the “Gospel of Jesus.”  

Almost three years passed as Jesus crisscrossed Israel fulfilling 
the promise of God until the Jewish religious leaders in Jerusalem, 
fearing an uprising that would destroy their system and make 
trouble in the region bringing the might of Rome down on them and 
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the people, conspired to have Him put to death. And there the story 
of Jesus took on another gospel, the “Gospel of Christ.” 

This Gospel of Christ (referred to as “salvation-only gospel”) 
offers anyone the path to eternal salvation by believing that Christ 
died as redemption for our sins through the grace of God who raised 
Him from death.  

Following the Reformation and the rise of various protestant 
beliefs, the Gospel of Christ became “the Gospel,” and the Gospel of 
Jesus faded from gospel status becoming a church dogma ranked 
well below baptism and tithing, even being called “works” that have 
no place in the Gospel of Christ. 

Today, and for several decades in American “evangelical” 
churches and denominations, the Gospel of Christ has become The 
Gospel and the Gospel of Jesus has been relegated to “social justice” 
status, even being cast as heresy by the proponents of the salvation-
only gospel. 

And with that the words and deeds of Jesus recorded in 
scripture have lost their power and meaning as new definitions 
filtered through a post-Christ church theology changed what Jesus 
said and did to align with the eternity of heaven and not to apply to 
the urgency of the kingdom of God on earth that Jesus so clearly and 
simply proclaimed. 

This book seeks to answer some basic questions about Jesus.  

Was He who He said He was?  

Did He mean what He said and did?  

Where did His gospel go?  

Why is it forgotten?  

What happened?  
And… 

What can be done about it?  
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Gospel of Jesus + Gospel of Christ = 

The Full Gospel 

An old proverb says, “I can’t hear what you’re saying because 
of the thunder of how you act.” Another says, “Show me your 
checkbook and daily planner and I’ll show you what is important in 
your life.” Still another says, “To know and to not do is to not know 
at all.”   

Saying and doing are two very different things. 

A couple of thousand years ago a man named James wrote a 
letter. That letter survived and became part of the canonized 
literature we call the Bible. This James, generally accepted as the 
younger half-brother of Jesus, another son of Mary, knew Jesus the 
man longer and better than any of His disciples. As His younger 
brother, James watched Jesus grow up. He participated in the 
“growing up” as younger brothers do – playing games, getting in 
fights, teasing and testing each other.  

By the time Jesus embarked on His ministry at age 30, James 
had perhaps 20 years of close, day-to-day observation of what Jesus 
did, who He was, and how He acted. And despite this close 
relationship for so long, James did not believe that his older brother 
was the Son of God, at least not until Jesus rose and appeared to the 
disciples, and to him. After that, James became bishop of the rising 
church in Jerusalem going to an early martyr’s death. I say all this to 
establish the context for the words of James in the Bible. 

James main theme in his letter is “living faith.” In James 2:17 he 
said, “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 
dead.” While many other New Testament passages can be aligned 
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with James’ strong belief, none make the point as clearly and boldly 
as James.   

Why was it left for James to make this point? I believe it is 
because he was related to Jesus and knew Him well. James knew that 
Jesus “did what he said” because he (James) saw Him do it. James 
knew that Jesus’ life and words were consistent. And in his letter, 
James – perhaps knowing he only had this one chance to share his 
understanding of his brother and his God – made sure that the theme 
was simple, powerful and without ambiguity.    

American Christianity is cheap, too cheap. 

As the saying goes, “You get what you pay for.”  Unfortunately, 
because we have paid so little, if anything, for our faith – we don’t 
value that faith like we should. And when we hear sermons on 
“living for Christ” – the noise of inaction by church members rings 
louder than what is being said.   

For several decades, pastors, churches and congregations have 
been led to believe that “becoming a Christian is (only) a matter of a 
heart-felt decision to seek to follow Christ.” And when the new 
believer asks, or thinks, “Now what?” the answer given by deed 
more than word is, “Well, actually, nothing really. Your salvation is 
only an act of faith and you need not, cannot, and should not do 
anything to secure it.” And BAM – in that moment we have 
established the rules of engagement for being an American Christian 
as being, “Say yes, do nothing.” 

In the second chapter, verse 24, James says, “You see that a person 
is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.” But we are 
overwhelmed by our personal desire to lead lives of comfort, and 
since the church doesn’t expect or demand anything of our lives 
outside attending a service once-a-week, we hear what we want to 
hear, and do what we want to do.  

This is why James says in 2:26, “As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” 
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It is not hopeless because we are not helpless. 

The good news is that we can change this dynamic, and we can 
do it right now, where we are, and with what we have to work with. 
In John 14:12 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me 
will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father.” 

Pretty neat, huh? If we will have faith in Him and do what He 
did, we can do even greater things than what He did. The key, 
activating phrase is “do what I have been doing.” And what was He 
doing? Serving others, healing the sick, feeding the hungry, turning 
the other cheek, hanging out with sinners, going where it was 
unpopular to go, standing up to those abusing others – in short, He 
was being Jesus the man, the Son of God. 

Now doing what He did is not as simple as it sounds, and it is 
certainly not easy. But it can be done, with faith.  

In Matthew 17:20 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith 
as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here 
to there' and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for you.”  

When you link that promise to James’ “faith AND works” 
theme, you have something more powerful than we can possibly 
imagine. Yet, it is as real as our faith that Jesus is who He said He 
was. 

What can be done? 

Plenty, but it starts with changing how we think about 
“membership” in Christ’s church. If we begin to think that there is a 
price for membership (not to be confused with “salvation is free”), 
and that “membership has its privileges,” (even though we’ll have 
to develop these privileges in concert with each church’s culture), 
then we can begin to expect more from our members. This reframing 
of the issue – salvation is free, membership costs – sets the table for 
developing ways to engage members in a real, personal, effective 
and lifelong way. 
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Reframing in words without actions to “back the words up” 
will fail. It will be important to “say what we mean and mean what 
we say” by only asking people to engage when the engagement acts 
are ready to be offered, measured and recognized (even rewarded). 
Later I will explore specific ways to reframe and the actions that go 
along with it. 

 

What does “full gospel engagement” mean? 

Let’s look at “full gospel engagement” in two sections:  Full 
Gospel and Engagement. 

We believe full gospel is the story of Christ’s redemptive gift of 
grace told in word and believed in faith, and in lives that reflect 
Christ’s example of service to others. In Mark 10:45 and Matthew 
20:28 it says, “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve…” We 
believe that the full gospel includes both salvation and service-to-
others. It is not a question of “either or” but a statement of “both 
and.”   

Engagement is the action taken by a believer that proves their 
belief in the “full gospel” is real in their life. Quite simply, 
engagement means putting faith into action. Service-to-others 
becomes a lifestyle. This life of service is both spontaneous – as 
opportunities present themselves each day; and structured – a 
scheduled time of ministry each week.  

Brought together, full gospel engagement, then, can be defined 
as acting on his or her Christian beliefs in their life, especially when 
they are away from the church campus. While full gospel 
engagement can apply to participation in church campus related 
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tasks – singing in the choir, caring for children in Sunday School, 
attending weekly worship services, involvement in regular small 
group Bible study, volunteering in the kitchen, participating on a 
church committee – it also has a broader, deeper meaning.   

Full gospel engagement can be seen because it involves actions 
by the individual. These actions, when inspired by the person’s 
commitment to living a life in and through Christ, involve being and 
doing those things that are important to God. We know what these 
actions are because He had them written down, but many church 
members have not been taught about actions, nor what their 
personal responsibility is to do them. 

Because full gospel engagement can be seen, it can be 
measured; and measured, it can be recognized – both for those doing 
and not doing what they are called to do. Keeping score won’t get 
anyone to heaven…it can make people better, more involved church 
members. While many, if not most, of the actions will be done in 
private, they can still be measured through surveys; and public 
actions can be objectively recorded as they occur.  

Full gospel engagement principles and actions can be taught 
and should be expected in believers as they mature in the faith. It is 
reasonable to expect that a new member learns these principles and 
actions within the first few years of involvement with the local 
church; but this will only happen when the local church makes a 
commitment to teaching them. 

Full gospel engagement does not mean full-time.  Some are 
called to full-time ministry…we all are called to full gospel 
engagement in service to the “least of these.” It is a question of 
obedience and service to and through Christ. 

Because a person only has control over four things in life – time, 
talent, treasure and voice – full gospel engagement through the local 
church occurs when the member invests any combination of these 
elements in serving as commanded by God.   
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Full gospel engagement happens when the person’s 
involvement “costs them something” – and the highest, most valued 
cost is of their time, talent and voice. A key axiom that needs to be 
embraced is that a person’s treasure (money) follows the intensity of 
their full gospel engagement.  

How does full gospel engagement benefit the church? 

The answer for the church can be found in an old country 
saying, “It’s not the size of the dog in the fight; it’s the size of the 
fight in the dog.” Put another way, the church can get more “good” 
done with fewer, engaged members than it can with big crowds of 
uncommitted “pew sitters” – and this results in at least three benefits 
for the local church. 

First, as the number of members living lives of full gospel 
engagement grows others, seeing the excitement and “buzz” 
created, will be attracted to learn more and see for themselves what 
is happening. The Bible speaks of this several times in the New 
Testament – about the excitement of the early believers and how that 
grew their number. 

 

Second, when members practice full gospel engagement they 
get more done. By concentrating resources on those active in full 
gospel engagement the church will benefit from more work, more 
givers, more outreach, and a growing and positive reputation in the 
community. 

Third, full gospel engagement by members results in better, 
more meaningful stewardship as they give more of their personal 
resources of time, talent and treasure. And as the number of 
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members involved in full gospel engagement grows the church will 
benefit from increased volunteerism and financial support. 

How does full gospel engagement benefit the member? 

Members active in full gospel engagement receive the greatest 
benefits. First, they experience the joy of helping usher in the 
kingdom of God here on earth. As Jesus says in His parable about 
the talents in Matthew 17:20, “Well done, good and faithful servant…”   

Second, they embrace an ownership mentality about the 
church, knowing by their personal commitment that they are vital to 
the church’s growth. For too long the members have been allowed to 
think that the work of the church (not just the church campus related 
tasks) should be done by the “professionals.”  

Of course, this will take a new way of thinking and acting by 
the staff to engage and embrace this higher level of individual 
participation. 

Third, full gospel engagement increases the member’s 
engagement in the home, office and community, impacting not only 
who they are, but who they come in touch with. By raising their 
profile in doing more, they also raise their image of self, creating an 
increased self-confidence in who they are in the sight of God and 
man. 

Fourth, members leading lives of full gospel engagement can 
rest in the comfort of knowing that they are being watched over by 
God. Isaiah 58:8 records this promise from God, “Then your light will 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 
righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear 
guard.”  

And in Matthew 25:34 Jesus makes this promise, “Then the King 
will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world.’” 



 

( 20 ) 

Those who call themselves Christian make a commitment, a 
promise, to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. Keeping this promise isn’t 
easy or quick, but it is what makes Jesus smile. 

 



  

 

 CHAPTER TWO 

The Troubled  

Church 
  



  

 

 



 

 

 

The Church is in distress. 
The church is in trouble and “Doing  

Christians” are needed. 

The denominational protestant church in America is in decline. 
If something doesn't dramatically change in the next few years, these 
churches will be a shadow of what they once were…if not extinct.  

At the same time the non-denominational protestant church in 
America is growing, very rapidly. In 10 years, it will be larger than 
the Southern Baptist denomination. 

Ten Year Membership Analysis of the Protestant 

Denominational Church in America 

 
  



 

 

Why? The biggest difference between them is the non-
denominational church couples the Christian core belief in salvation 
with serving others outside the church – especially the "least of 
these". It is a driving force in the life of their congregants.  

 In other words, in addition to cultivating “believing Christians” 
who stop short of acting out the prime directive of Jesus – to serve 
others – churches that desire to grow need to spend as much time 
enabling congregants to action serving the “least of these” as they do 
for the traditional elements – salvation, bible knowledge and cultural 
moral positions. 

The church in America should be the most powerful 

organization for justice and hope – but it isn't. Not yet. 

With our lives. Each “doing Christian” is called and 
commanded to live changed lives not just in moral and spiritual 
ways, but in outward ways – and by setting the Christ-like example 
of serving others, especially the “least of these,” in our family, 
neighborhood and workplace. How we think, feel, speak (or don’t 
speak up) and act toward the oppressed and marginalized speaks 
volumes to those who are watching. 

In our communities. The “kingdom of God here, on earth” is 
being, or not being, ushered in by the actions of people using their 
gifts, resources, influence, time and energy in individual and 
collective ways to provide hope to those in need. 

Through our churches. The church in America has been, and 
should be, the most powerful organization for justice and hope. For 
this to happen will require a dramatic shift in the relationship 
between the church’s hierarchy and its members in education, 
emphasis and expectation toward a bias to act in service to others. 

 

 



  

 

 CHAPTER THREE 

The Church 

Transcendent 
  



  

 

 



 

 

 

Let’s just imagine… 

Let’s just imagine for a moment what might happen in our 
family, community, church, nation, and world if all believers helped 
usher in the Kingdom of God on earth!  

When more people embrace their role in the Kingdom of God 
here on earth, their minds, eyes, ears, hands, feet and voice will be 
used to reflect their faith. They will use their…  

Eyes to look for needs that are unmet, and to watch over those 
in positions of authority. 

Ears to listen for the cries of those in pain, and to hear and 
address the comments that demean those in need. 

Mind to think of ways to get involved, and to question for 
themselves what God would have them do for Him. 

Hands to do what is needed, remembering that it is through 
their hands that Jesus touches the “least of these.” 

Feet to go where needed – overseas, across the street or into 
the voting booth – to bring the Kingdom of God to those in 
need. 

Voice to speak up and out for those without voice, and to hold 
those with power accountable to remember “the least of 
these” when making decisions. 

Wouldn’t it be lovely to live in a world like that!?! 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Maybe we ought to pay attention… 

Jesus was born an oppressed Galilean Jew…  
not a white child of privilege.  

He walked with the rich and poor, the sick and well, 
 the powerful and lowly… and never owned  

anything but His home spun robe. 

 He taught us to live lives of service to others as much as  
He talked about eternal life. 

He loved, never hated. 

He laughed, cried, yelled, and whispered… was angry, sad,  
betrayed and loved. 

When He left, He asked His followers to show our belief in  
Him by how we care for those that society ignores,  

condemns, abuses and casts aside. 

Yet, somehow, we have twisted His words into things He  
did not say with meanings He did not intend. 

Instead, we live lives that He rejected, abuse people that  
He loved, and expect rewards when failing Him…  

and still we seek His favor. 

But, what if He really meant what He said…  
because if He did, there will be many who will be  

surprised to hear Him say, 

 “Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire.”  

Christ came to show us how to live lives that please Him. 

Maybe we ought to pay attention to what He said…  
and what He did. 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

Servants for Jesus 

All followers of Christ are secure in their eternal salvation 
AND they are also called by Jesus to serve others, especially the 
“least of these,” right where they live, work and worship. They 
are to be servants for Jesus. 

Being a servant for Jesus is more than a feeling or a thought, it 
is also an action or series of actions that imitate Jesus’ example and 
obeys His commands. 

While baptism is something a follower of Christ does to 
publicly show his or her profession that Jesus is Lord, being a servant 

for Jesus is what a follower of Christ does because of the grace given 
by Jesus and the call by Him to be His hands, feet, mind, heart, 
mouth, eyes and ears here on earth. 

Being a servant for Jesus is intentional, yet it can be any act that 
helps usher in the kingdom of God here on earth. It may involve 
random acts of kindness, speaking up on behalf of someone being 
ridiculed or oppressed unjustly, or volunteering through a ministry 
or community agency that serves those in need. 

Being a servant for Jesus involves a meaningful and sacrificial 
giving of a person’s time, talent and treasure through the church and 
community. 

Servants for Jesus receive many rewards for his or her 
steadfastness in serving others – the satisfaction that comes from 
obeying God, the pleasure in seeing a mother’s face brighten or a 
child smile, and pats on the back from fellow “servants.” But the 
highest reward is feeling the joy of the Lord as He smiles down on 
them for “doing unto others as if it was for Him.”  



 

 

 

  


	0.1 jacket cover.pdf
	0.2 Inside cover.pdf
	0.3 Table of Contents.pdf
	0.4 Forward - Introduction.pdf
	1.0 Chapter 1 - the forgotten gospel.pdf
	1.1 the forgotten gospel.pdf
	1.2 the full gospel.pdf
	2.0 Chapter 2 - the troubled church.pdf
	2.1 the church in distress.pdf
	3.0 Chapter 3 - the church transcendent.pdf
	3.1 let's just imagine.pdf
	3.2 maybe we ought to pay attention.pdf
	3.3 servants for Jesus.pdf



